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How to Create an Adoption Event!
[image: image1.jpg]



One of the major keys to a successful Blue Buffalo Home 4 the Holidays campaign is a media-friendly adoption event.   Our cuddly, playful pets are their very own best advertisements and the media and public can’t resist them.  A Blue Buffalo Home 4 the Holidays Pet Adoption Meet-n-Greet is the perfect way to promote the value of bringing an orphan pet home this holiday season.
Basic Concept:

· Host a meet-n-greet event so the public can get to know the adoptable pets at your location.  Feature a nice variety of pets available for adoption.
· If you don’t have a facility, arrange to have an off-site event.   Research vacant spaces (such as empty retail locations in local malls, church parking lots or neighborhood parks) and request the donation of space for the day of your event. 
· Invite local celebrities to help host your event (local news anchors, sports celebrities, city government officials, etc.).
· Pitch the heart-warming and visually enticing event to local broadcast and print outlets.  (Morning events are ideal for broadcast media since the footage they shoot can be edited in time for midday and evening news broadcasts.)
Pick a Fun Theme: (Borrow one of these ideas or pick your own!)
· Halloween – Host a trick-or-treat event at your organization. Invite pet parents to stop by for a special “treat" and meet pets available for adoption at your center. 
· Thanksgiving/Food Drive – Encourage your local community to bring food donations for homeless animals to your organization. Have adoptable pets on hand the day of the drive.

· Howliday Party – Host a December Holiday party and invite community members to come meet adoptable pets. Everyone who adopts the day of your event can get their picture taken with Santa Paws. All donations will go to help homeless animals. Distribute stockings/goodie bags to all attendees.

· Yappy Hour – Host a mixer Yappy Hour for prospective pet parents to meet adoptable pets at your organization. Have drinks on hand and treats for pets and invite local media to attend.

· Holiday Sup-PURR – Team with a local restaurant for a special Home 4 the Holidays Event*.   Ask if they will increase the cost of “prix fixe” menu (a menu with a fairly structured meal offering) for one special night.  Guests can dine with a portion of the proceeds going back to your organization.  Plan to have special guests and adoptable pets available to meet and greet outside the restaurant.

*An alternative idea is to ask the restaurant to include one special item on their menu all month long (include a clever name to tie in Home 4 the Holidays – maybe “home fries?”) with $1 of the proceeds going to your organization.
· Celebrity Dinner – Host a dinner to kick off your participation in Home 4 the Holidays.  Ask local celebrities to serve as waiters, incorporate a silent auction and have a mayor on hand to issue a proclamation for “Home 4 the Holidays Day” in your area.  At the event, have adoptable cats and dogs available for adoption. 

Must Haves for Your Event:

· Eye-catching fliers to promote your event.
· Plenty of volunteers to assist with the set-up and clean-up and help answer questions.

· Adoption staff on-hand to help match prospective pet parents with animals.
· A photographer (professional or volunteer) to capture great photos of the event.

· Plenty of signage with your rescue facility logo and name.

Could Haves for Your Event:
· Bandanas with Blue Buffalo Home 4 the Holidays logo and “Adopt Me” messages for your adoptable dogs and cats.

· Snacks and theme-focused treats for your potential adopters.
· A local politician to issue a proclamation for “Blue Buffalo Home 4 the Holidays Day.”

· Fun themed-decorations.
· A local radio station on-site-remote from your location to increase attendance and excitement throughout the event.
· Raffle prizes.

· Games and activities for kids.

· A videographer (or a volunteer with a simple smart phone video) to get some B-roll of the event.

GREAT TIP!
· Include a very special adoptable (or two!) with a very special story (something moving and inspiring).  Name this special pet your “Home 4 the Holidays Poster Pet.”  Include this pet at your event and make sure you include the pet and its story in all media materials!  (The media LOVES this!)
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